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MEDICAL EQUIPMENT — FUNDING 

219. Mr M.W. SUTHERLAND to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the real improvements and innovation this government has undertaken in our health system. One of the 
areas in health that was long neglected between 2001 and 2008 was adequate funding for medical equipment. 
Can the minister outline just one measure that the Liberal–National government is implementing to continue its 
delivery of better health services for Western Australians? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

I have to say that I was very pleased when I read the newspaper this morning and saw a small article from my 
good friends at the Australian Medical Association calling on this government to provide additional funds to 
address the severe shortage in funding for medical equipment in this state—a shortfall we inherited from the 
previous government. Indeed, in the lead-up to the last election we were very critical of the former government 
and the minister’s commitment to the dire need for funding for medical equipment in this state. That had come 
out of the Monash report, completed in 2004, which detailed the severe backlog of funding for medical 
equipment that is absolutely critical to the proper management of patients in this state. As a doctor who has 
worked in hospitals, there is nothing worse than having equipment that is faulty, old and failing, and equipment 
that is just not up to the task of properly looking after patients. That report stated that in 2004 there was a 
backlog of $112 million that needed to be paid straightaway, and the forward estimate—as the equipment aged 
and required replacement—was for an additional $28 million to $38 million a year.  

What was the response of the former Labor government at that time? It allocated, in 2004, $65 million—that is 
not too bad; it put up half the money. But what did it do? In that first year it spent $26 million. It did not even 
spend half of the money that it put up that year to replace this desperately needed medical equipment that had 
been highlighted in a report. The remaining $40 million was carried forward to the next year.  

We made a commitment on coming into government that we would address the shortfall in funding for medical 
equipment. This year’s budget will include funds to address that significant problem. The government has put an 
additional $40 million into this year’s budget to bring funding for this year up to $58 million, to be expended on 
that vital medical equipment, an additional $40 million for next year’s budget, and an additional $40 million for 
the budget after that. That is significantly in excess of what was recommended in the Monash report, so that we 
can finally catch up in this state and address those critical shortages of medical equipment.  

One thing I can say that the AMA has done consistently, both when I was in opposition and now that I am in 
government, is lobby to have that medical equipment replaced, because it knows just how important it is to the 
patients of Western Australia. This government has addressed that need, and in response to the AMA’s question 
in today’s paper about whether we will fund that money in the budget—yes, we will! 
 


